
 
 

 

   
 

 

   
   

17th March 2020 

Good afternoon 

At Huhtamaki, the health, safety and wellbeing of all who work for us and with us is of 
paramount importance.  

Given the exceptional circumstances we are facing, I wanted to share with you the measures 
Huhtamaki has put in place to safeguard our operations and keep our employees safe and 
healthy:  

Given the global nature of our operations and with more cases arising across Europe, until 
the virus is under control we are taking additional precautionary measures to ensure that 
we do our best to protect everyone and maintain a high level of service to our valued 
customers. 

We have taken the following steps: 

• Restricted travel of our employees between our UK and international operations 
and to customer premises  

• Cancelled internal and external meetings of large groups of people, encouraging 
remote working / interaction via Skype, Teams or similar applications   

• Implemented visitor and contractor access restrictions 

• Communicated safe behaviour through specific plant briefs 

• Introduced extra cleaning and additional hygiene procedures in our operations 

• Implemented and communicated internal procedures and policies related to the 
handling of suspected or confirmed cases to all Huhtamaki personnel 

Our primary goal is to maintain the health and safety of our teams, our business partners and 
our customers. We are also taking steps to maintain the continuity of supply. It is even more 
important for us in the current circumstances to help produce products which can help 
consumers consume food and drink safely.  

Product Safety 

Recently published data from the US authorities and university labs has established that the 
COVID-19 virus is detectable for up to 24 hours on cardboard and 72 hours on plastic 
surfaces.  The production lead time and freight timing are outside this period so transmission 
through our production process is a low risk. Also, there is a very low risk that packaging 
products we supply would be contaminated by the virus.  We are however continuing to look 
at best ways to test and evaluate surfaces for extra protection for our customers and their 
consumers. 
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Today, all of our facilities are in full operation and we have a steady stream of critical raw 
materials in place.  We are continuing to assess the situation on a day by day basis and are 
committed to working with you as we traverse the challenges ahead. Please feel free to reach 
out to me directly with any questions or concerns. 

Yours sincerely 

Des Thurgood 
Sales and Marketing Director 
 
Huhtamaki UK Ltd 
Grange Road 
Gosport 
PO13 9UP 


